SOCIAL SCIENCE :CHAPTER 4
New Beginnings: Cities and States
​Introduction to the Second Urbanisation
· ​After the disintegration of the Indus/Harappan civilisation, urban life remained absent for nearly a millennium.
· ​The "Second Urbanisation" began in the 1st millennium BCE, centered in the Ganga plains and the Indus basin.
· ​Knowledge of this period comes from archaeological excavations and ancient literatures (late Vedic, Buddhist, and Jain).
​Janapadas and Mahājanapadas
Janapadas: Janapadas were the earliest territorial units in ancient India where people (jana) settled and began to control land. Each Janapada had its own ruler and army. Territories associated with specific clans led by a rājā.
In ancient India, the earliest forms of political organisation were known as janapadas. These were small, independent regions or kingdoms made up of groups of villages and tribal communities. Each janapada had its own ruler and was the basic unit of early state formation. 
Mahājanapadas: Mahājanapadas was bigger and stronger kingdom than a janapada, often marked by a centralised administration, the growth of urban centres and the rise of active trade networks. By around 600 ВСЕ, there were 16 major mahajanapadas across the Indian subcontinent. Each of them played an important role in shaping the political, social, economic and cultural life of early India. These states were diverse in population and traditions and their rulers often competed for power through wars, treaties and alliances.
​Governance and Early Republics
Monarchies: In this system, the raja ruled with centralised power and the throne was usually inherited by the next male heir. Kingdoms like Magadha, Kosala and Avanti followed the monarchical model. Monarchs had strong control over military, legal and administrative matters and were often assisted by ministers and advisors.
Early Republics (Gaṇas or Saṅghas): some states followed non-hereditary, collective forms of rule, known as gana-sanghas or republics. These republics were governed by assemblies or councils made up of multiple leaders or representatives from the community. Republics like the Vajji Confederacy and Malla Republic allowed people to take part in governance through elected or selected bodies.

​Technological and Economic Innovations
· ​Iron Metallurgy: The use of iron for tools facilitated large-scale agriculture and provided superior weaponry (swords, spears) compared to bronze.
· ​Coinage: Growing trade led to the first use of coins, specifically "punch-marked coins" made of silver and later other metals.
· ​Trade Routes: Key communication routes like the Uttarapatha (connecting the northwest to the east) and Dakṣhiṇapatha (connecting north to south) facilitated the movement of goods and ideas.
​The Varṇa-Jāti System
​Jāti: Jati refers to the thousands of endogamous (marrying within the group) communities that exist across India. This is the "caste" people actually experience in daily life. Communities based on professional occupations (e.g., smiths, farmers) where skills were passed down through generations.
​Varṇa: Varna refers to a broad hierarchical classification of society based on traditional functions and duties.Vedic texts, dividing society into four main categories.
A four-fold Vedic classification consisting of Brahmins (knowledge), Kshatriyas (defense), Vaishyas (trade/agriculture), and Shudras (artisans/workers).













WORKSHEET FOR PRACTICE  : MCQ’S 
​1.Assertion (A): The Vajji mahājanapada is often described as an "early republic." Reason (R): Decisions in Vajji were taken by the sabhā through discussion and voting. 
2. Assertion (A): The Vajji confederacy is considered one of the earliest examples of a republican form of government.
Reason (R): It was ruled by a monarch with absolute powers.
3.Statement I: The jāti system was strictly hereditary from its very beginning without any exceptions.
 Statement II: Historical evidence shows that individuals in the early period could change occupations if circumstances demanded. 
a) Both Statement I and II are correct. 
b) Both Statement I and II are incorrect. 
c) Statement I is correct but Statement II is incorrect. 
d) Statement I is incorrect but Statement II is correct. 
4.Statement I: The Dakṣhiṇapatha trade route connected the Ganga plains to southern India. Statement II: The first phase of urbanisation in India occurred in the Ganga plains. 
a) Both Statement I and II are correct. 
b) Both Statement I and II are incorrect. 
c) Statement I is correct but Statement II is incorrect. 
d) Statement I is incorrect but Statement II is correct. 
Subjective Questions 
1.How were the sources for learning about the Second Urbanisation different from those of the First Urbanisation?
2.How would the introduction of iron agricultural tools change the lifestyle of a village community transitioning from the "First" to the "Second" Urbanisation?
3.Kautilya's description of a kingdom emphasizes that it should not depend only on rain for water. Analyze how this principle would have affected the survival and expansion of the mahājanapadas. (HOT’S)
SOCIAL SCIENCE : CHAPTER 4
New Beginnings: Cities and States
WORK SHEET FOR PRACTICE:
Multiple Choice Questions (MCQs)
1.Which city served as the capital of the Magadha mahājanapada?
 a) Ujjayinī              b) Rājagriha               c) Takshashila          d) Kaushambi 
2.What was the primary material used for the first Indian coins? 
a) Gold                     b) Copper                     c) Silver.                d) Bronze 
​3.Which technological shift was most responsible for enabling the "Second Urbanisation" to spread into the heavily forested Ganga plains? 
a) Mastery of bronze casting
b) Perfection of iron metallurgy
 c) Invention of the pottery wheel
 d) Development of silver punch-marking 
4.The presence of moats and narrowed gateways at sites like Śhiśhupalgarh indicates that these cities were designed primarily for: 
a) Aesthetic beauty                                               b) Religious gatherings 
c) Defense and movement control                    d) Agricultural storage 
5. Assertion (A): The Vajji Mahajanapada had a democratic system of governance.
Reason (R): It was ruled by an elected king who had absolute power.

6.Assertion (A): In the early Vedic period, the Varna system was more flexible.
Reason (R): People could change their vama based on their karma (actions) and guna (qualities).
7.Assertion (A): Coins were a necessary innovation during the mahājanapada period. Reason (R): Trade networks had expanded, connecting different regions across the Subcontinent.


8.Match the Varṇa with its traditional role: 
(A) Brahmin — (i) Defense and warfare
(B) Kshatriya — (ii) Trade and agriculture
(C) Vaishya — (iii) Artisans and workers
(D) Shudra — (iv) Preserving knowledge
12. What is a punch-marked coin?
a) A coin with a king’s photo
b) Coin used only in trade with China
c) Coin stamped with symbols
d) A decorative object


SUBJECTIVE QUESTIONS 
1. List three reasons why many mahājanapadas were concentrated in the Ganga plains.
2. How were decisions made in republican Mahajanapadas like Malla and Vajji?
3. The rise of Mahājanapadas marked an important stage in Indian history. Analyze how factors like agriculture, trade, and iron tools contributed to the development of Mahājanapadas from earlier Janapadas. (HOT’s)
4. Imagine you are a traveler in ancient India around 600 BCE. You visit both a small Janapada and a large Mahājanapada. Compare the political organization, size, and administration of the two regions. Which one would likely have stronger governance and why? (HOT’s)
5.Compare the power of a rājā in a monarchy mahājanapada like Magadha with a rājā in a gaṇa-sangha like Vajji.
6.If you were a trader in the 6th century BCE traveling from Takshashilā to Anga, which major trade route would you use and what form of currency would you likely carry?
7. Examine how the jāti system provided economic stability to ancient Indian society while also creating social challenges.



















